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The Region’s Largest Food & Beverage Market is Open for Business
-Record number of exhibitors expected for FoodEx Saudi 2014 following inaugural success of Saudi Arabia’s key F&B exhibition-
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
As the Middle East’s largest economy and population, accounting for 64 percent of the GCC’s total food consumption, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia presents unmatched business and trade opportunities for the food and beverage (F&B) sector. Currently worth over USD $50 billion and expected to grow by 9% percent by 2017, the market is driven by a combination of double digit population growth and a robust oil-based economy. 
An efficient, effective and convenient route to entering the F&B market in the Kingdom is through Foodex Saudi 2014, an industry exhibition organised by Reed Sunaidi that enjoyed overwhelming success when it launched in 2013. Having secured more than $30 million in business deals for its 131 pioneering exhibitors in the show’s inaugural year, this year’s event is expected to attract many more exhibitors and even greater business opportunities.  Taking place from 17th – 20th November 2014 at the Jeddah Centre for Forums and Events with over 10,000m² exhibition space allocated to Foodex Saudi 2014, the organisers are expecting sellout success well before the show. 
Simon Blazeby, Head of Exhibitions for Reed Sunaidi, said:  “Foodex Saudi enjoyed great success last year, both in terms of business written for our exhibitors and also because more than 10,200 visitors visited the show. Over 300 brands were showcased last year, many of whom have become show ambassadors for us this year thanks to the success they enjoyed.
“There is no doubt that the KSA market holds exceptional potential for F&B companies around the world, and exhibitors benefit immediately from Reed Sunaidi’s reach and expertise in doing business in this burgeoning market.” 
Following its success last year, the show will once again run its Hosted Buyer Programme (HBP) to facilitate valuable introductions and business contacts between customers and exhibitors.  More than 80 buyers are expected to participate this year.
Also taking place alongside Foodex Saudi is the Saudi Food Forum, a key industry conference that will focus this year on the critical issues of food security and safety. Experts and authorities from the Kingdom and around the world are expected to attend. 
With the hospitality industry in the Kingdom developing at an exceptional rate, a new feature at this year’s Foodex Saudi is expected to attract strong interest. Organised to recognise culinary talent and skill, the Saudi Chef Competition will pit celebrity chefs against locally-based chefs to find the finest cooks in the Kingdom. 
Foodex Saudi 2014 will run from 17th – 20th November 2014 at the Jeddah Centre for Forums and Events.  The exhibition is targeted at business and trade visitors from within the industry, but it will also house a dedicated consumer area to enable clients to offer product activations and demonstrations to end users. For more information on exhibiting your product / service or visiting the event, please visit www.foodexsaudi.com
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About Foodex Saudi
www.foodexsaudi.com
Foodex Saudi is Saudi Arabia’s biggest international trade event dedicated solely to the Food and Beverage industry. Owned and organised by Reed Sunaidi Exhibitions, it provides an unrivalled platform for local, regional and international suppliers, manufacturers and service providers to access the fastest-growing F&B market in the MENA region. Foodex Saudi is a full spectrum showcase for the F&B industry including food ingredients, prepared meals, gourmet, organic and health foods, food tech & packaging, confectionery & bakery. Held at the Jeddah Centre for Forums & Events, the event spans four days and provides an opportunity for Global and local F&B companies to exhibit new products and ideas, meet key contacts and develop their business. The event features exhibitors and includes a high level three-day educational forum and networking workshops for senior-level buyers and decision makers as well as interactive demonstrations, seminars and appearances from celebrity chefs.
About Saudi Food Forum
www.saudifoodforum.com
The Saudi Food Forum (celebrated within Foodex) will bring national and international buyers together with leaders in Halal, Food Security, Food Safety, Supply chain logistics, and Food Marketing. The provisional programme includes speakers from the FAO, ITC, IDB, SMIIC, and various national Governmental institutions plus talks and live demonstrations from leading brands, retailers, restaurants and hotels. 
About Reed Sunaidi Expo
www.reedsunaidiexpo.com
Reed Sunaidi Exhibitions is the strategically successful joint venture partnership between the world’s largest international exhibition organiser Reed Exhibitions and highly experienced Saudi organiser Sunaidi Expo. Based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Reed Sunaidi is currently running 6 events in Jeddah and Riyadh in 2014. Current events span diverse markets including the design, food, mother and baby, business, international sport & fitness, health & beauty, pool and spa and kitchen & bathroom sectors.
Reed Exhibitions is the world’s leading event organiser with a portfolio of 500 events organized in 39 countries including trade and consumer exhibitions, conferences and meetings, ranging across 44 industry sectors.
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